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EXTRACT FROM FINAL DOCUMENT ADOPTED BY 18TH MID-TERM MINISTERIAL 
MEETING OF THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT,  

5-6 APRIL 2018, BAKU, AZERBAIJAN 
 
Chagos Archipelago 
 
394. The Ministers reaffirmed that the Chagos Archipelago, including Diego Garcia, 

which was unlawfully excised by the former colonial power from the territory of 
Mauritius in violation of international law and UN Resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 
December 1960 and 2066 (XX) of 16 December 1965, forms an integral part of 
the territory of the Republic of Mauritius. 

 
395. The Ministers noted with grave concern that despite the strong opposition 

expressed by the Republic of Mauritius, the United Kingdom purported to 
establish a “marine protected area” (“MPA”) around the Chagos Archipelago, 
further infringing the territorial integrity of the Republic of Mauritius and impeding 
the exercise of its sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago as well as the 
exercise of the right of return of Mauritian citizens who were forcibly removed 
from the Archipelago by the United Kingdom. In this regard, they welcomed the 
ruling of the Arbitral Tribunal in the case brought by the Republic of Mauritius 
against the United Kingdom under the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea that the “MPA” was unlawfully established under international law. 

 
396. Cognizant that the Government of the Republic of Mauritius is committed to 

taking all appropriate measures to affirm the territorial integrity of the Republic of 
Mauritius and its sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago under international 
law, the Ministers resolved to fully support such measures including any action 
that may be taken in this regard at the United Nations General Assembly. 

 
397. The Ministers further took note of the adoption by the UN General Assembly on 

22 June 2017 of resolution 71/292 requesting an advisory opinion of the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) on the legal consequences of the separation 
of the Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius in 1965 and of the subsequent Order 
of 14 July 2017 of the ICJ inviting the United Nations and its Member States, 
which are likely to be able to furnish information on the question submitted to the 
Court for an advisory opinion, to make written submissions to the ICJ. 

 
398. The Ministers encouraged Member States of the Movement to contribute to the 

ICJ advisory proceedings by making submissions in support of the decolonization 
of Mauritius and by participating in the oral hearings which will take place in 2018. 

 
399. The Ministers also took note of the concern expressed by the Republic of 

Maldives regarding the legal and technical issues arising from the United 
Kingdom’s illegal decision in 2010 to declare a “MPA” in the Chagos Archipelago 
which overlaps the exclusive economic zone of the Republic of Maldives as 
declared in its Constitution without prejudice to future resolution of maritime 
delimitations. 
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EXTRACT 

FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING  
OF MINISTERS FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS  

OF THE GROUP OF 77 AND CHINA 
New York, 27 September 2018 

 

MINISTERIAL DECLARATION 

 

199. The Ministers recalled that the Chagos Archipelago, including Diego Garcia, was 
unlawfully excised by the United Kingdom from the territory of Mauritius, prior to 
independence, in violation of international law and UN General Assembly resolutions 
1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 and 2066 (XX) of 16 December 1965 and that all 
inhabitants of the Chagos Archipelago were forcibly evicted. In this regard, the Ministers 
took note of the adoption by the UN General Assembly on 22 June 2017 of resolution 
71/292 requesting an advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice on the legal 
consequences of the separation of the Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius in 1965. The 
Ministers noted that 19 and 6 Members from the Group participated respectively in the 
first and second rounds of written submissions to the ICJ, while 15 Members took part in 
the public hearings which were held by the ICJ between 3 and 6 September 2018 in 
The Hague. The Ministers resolved to continue supporting the completion of the 
decolonization of Mauritius so that it can affirm its territorial integrity and sovereignty 
over the Chagos Archipelago and to remain seized of the matter. 
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EXTRACT 

FORTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING  
OF MINISTERS FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS  

OF THE GROUP OF 77 AND CHINA 
New York, 27 September 2019 

 

MINISTERIAL DECLARATION 

 

224. The Ministers recalled that the Chagos Archipelago, including Diego Garcia, was 
unlawfully excised by the United Kingdom from the territory of Mauritius, prior to 
independence, in violation of international law and UN General Assembly resolutions 
1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 and 2066 (XX) of 16 December 1965 and that all 
inhabitants of the Chagos Archipelago were forcibly evicted. In this regard, the Ministers 
took note of the adoption by the UN General Assembly on 22 May 2019 of resolution 
73/295 welcoming the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice of 25 
February 2019 on the legal consequences of the separation of the Chagos Archipelago 
from Mauritius in 1965. The Ministers took note of the Court's findings that the right to 
self-determination was a rule of customary international law in 1965 and that the 
excision of the Chagos Archipelago from the territory of Mauritius was an internationally 
wrongful act. In that regard, the Ministers fully supported the Court's ruling that the 
United Kingdom is under an obligation to bring to an end its administration of the 
Chagos Archipelago as rapidly as possible. The Ministers reaffirmed, in the light of the 
Court's advisory opinion, that the Chagos Archipelago is and has always been part of 
the territory of Mauritius and that Mauritius is the sole State lawfully entitled to exercise 
sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago and sovereign rights over the appurtenant 
maritime spaces. They resolved to cooperate fully with the UN General Assembly in 
ensuring the prompt decolonization of Mauritius, as required by the Court, and take all 
necessary measures for the process of decolonization of Mauritius to be completed 
without hindrance and as rapidly as possible.  

225. The Ministers also took note of the concern expressed by the Republic of 
Maldives regarding the legal and technical issues arising from the United Kingdom's 
illegal decision in 2010 to declare a "marine protected area" in the Chagos Archipelago 
which overlaps the exclusive economic zone of the Republic of Maldives as declared in 
its Constitution without prejudice to future resolution of maritime delimitations. 
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EXTRACT 

NAIROBI NGUVU YA PAMOJA DECLARATION ADOPTED BY THE  
9TH SUMMIT OF ACP HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT,  

9-10 DECEMBER 2019, NAIROBI, KENYA 

 
 
11. WE urge the United Kingdom to comply with the Advisory Opinion of the 
International Court of Justice of 25 February 2019, which found that the decolonisation 
process of Mauritius was not lawfully completed upon its accession to independence in 
1968, following the separation of the Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius, and the UN 
General Assembly Resolution 73/295, which demands that the United Kingdom put an 
end to its unlawful occupation of the Chagos Archipelago. 
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Joint Communiqué 
 

At the invitation of Dr the Honourable Navinchandra Ramgoolam, GCSK, 

FRCP, Prime Minister of the Republic of Mauritius, His Excellency,  

Mr Mohamed Nasheed, President of the Republic of Maldives, paid a State 

Visit to Mauritius from 11 to 13 March 2011 on the occasion of the 43rd 

Anniversary of the Independence and the 19th Anniversary of the Republic 

of Mauritius. 

 

During his visit, the President of Maldives and his delegation had extensive 

meetings with several dignitaries as well as a working session with the Hon 

Prime Minister. 

 

Ministers and officials from both sides were in attendance. 

 

The two leaders exchanged views on possible areas of cooperation and 

collaboration between the countries, bearing in mind their commonalities 

and the challenges which both countries have to face. 

 

Both leaders agreed that they should study the possibility of setting up a 

union of Indian Ocean Island States, which would promote trade and 

business cooperation in various sectors such as health, education, tourism, 

culture and air and maritime links.  They agreed that further consultations 

including consultations with the members of the Indian Ocean Commission, 

will be undertaken in this regard. 
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Both leaders agreed that such a union would increase their countries’ 

leverage on the international front, the moreso since the islands enjoy high 

credibility in terms of democracy, governance and respect for human rights. 

 

Both leaders also agreed to work towards the recognition of Small Island 

States as a distinct category within the UN System so as to benefit from 

special and differential treatment in view of their special vulnerabilities. 

 

They also expressed their strong opposition to the purported establishment 

of the Marine Protected Area by the United Kingdom around the Chagos 

Archipelago and agreed to take a collective stand vis a vis the UK 

Government on the Marine Protected Area. This would take into account 

the interests of the two island nations in respect of their extended 

continental shelf and their respective Exclusive Economic Zones. 

 

Both leaders agreed to make bilateral arrangements on the overlapping 

area of extended continental shelf of the two States around the Chagos 

Archipelago. 

 

Both leaders reviewed their countries’ respective facilities in maritime 

surveillance and agreed to look into the possibility of collaborating with 

other Indian Ocean Island States with a view to enhancing their capacity to 

fight illegal and unregulated fishing in their respective Exclusive Economic 

Zones and piracy. 

 

Annex 14

58



3 

 

The two leaders also agreed to set up a joint Commission to work out 

details of collaboration between the two countries in all the areas identified.   

 

The President of Maldives extended an invitation to the Prime Minister of 

Mauritius to visit Maldives at his earliest convenience. 

 

Finally, both leaders expressed their grief over the loss of lives and severe 

damage caused by the earthquake and tsunami which struck Japan 

yesterday.   

 

Both leaders expressed satisfaction at the success of the State Visit which 

will further consolidate bilateral relations between the Republic of Maldives 

and the Republic of Mauritius. 

 

 

 

 

 
Clarisse House 
Mauritius 
12 March 2011 
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NOTE 

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression 
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any 
country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 

Furthermore, publication in the Bulletin of information concerning developments relating to the law of the sea 
emanating from actions and decisions taken by States does not imply recognition by the United Nations of the 
validity of the actions and decisions in question. 

IF ANY MATERIAL CONTAINED IN THE BULLETIN IS REPRODUCED IN 
PART OR IN WHOLE, DUE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT SHOULD BE GIVEN. 

Copyright © United Nations, 2006 
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2. Mauritius 

Maritime Zone Act 20051 
Act No. 2 of 2005 

 
I assent 
 
SIR ANEROOD JUGNAUTH 
President of the Republic 
28th February 2005  

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 
Section 
PART I - PRELIMINARY 
1. Short title  
2. Interpretation  
PART II- UNCLOS TO HAVE FORCE OF LAW IN MAURITIUS 
3. UNCLOS to have force of law in Mauritius  
PART III-BASELINES 
4. Baselines  
5. Closing lines for internal waters  
PART IV- TERRITORIAL SEA, INTERNAL WATERS, ARCHIPELAGIC WATERS AND HISTORIC 
WATERS 
6. Legal status of territorial sea and internal, historic and archipelagic waters  
7. Territorial sea  
8. Limits on exercise of sovereignty in internal waters  
9. Limits on exercise of sovereignty in archipelagic waters  
10. Limits on exercise of right of innocent passage  
11. Historic waters  
PART V - CONTIGUOUS ZONE 
12. Contiguous zone 
13. Controls in the contiguous zone  
PART VI - EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE 
14. Exclusive economic zone  
15. Rights, jurisdiction and duties of Mauritius in the EEZ  
16. Exercise of jurisdiction by Mauritius in the EEZ  
17. Authority to explore and exploit the EEZ  
PART VII-CONTINENTAL SHELF 
18. Continental shelf  
19. Rights of Mauritius over the continental shelf  
20. Exercise of jurisdiction by Mauritius on the continental shelf  
21. Authority to explore and exploit the continental shelf  

                                                           
1 Transmitted through note verbale dated 26 July 2006 from the Permanent Mission of Mauritius to the United 
Nations addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 
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PART VIII - MARINE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
22. Marine scientific research in the maritime zones  
23. Regulation of marine scientific research in the maritime zones  
PART IX - UNDERWATER CULTURAL HERITAGE 
24. Underwater cultural heritage in internal waters, archipelagic waters and territorial sea 
25. Maritime cultural zone  
26. Underwater cultural heritage in the EEZ and continental shelf  
PART X - MISCELLANEOUS 
27. Regulations 
28. Offences 
29. Repeal  
30. Consequential amendments  
31. Transitional and savings provisions  
32. Commencement  

AN ACT 
To provide for the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea to have force of law in Mauritius 

ENACTED by the Parliament of Mauritius, as follows -  

PART I – PRELIMINARY 

1.  Short title 
This Act may be cited as the Maritime Zones Act 2005.  

2.  Interpretation  
(1) In this Act, unless otherwise expressly provided-  
"archipelagic baselines" means straight archipelagic baselines referred to in section 4(2)(a);  
"archipelagic waters" means any waters, other than internal waters, enclosed by archipelagic baselines;  
"baselines" means baselines prescribed in accordance with section 4;  
"closing lines" means the lines prescribed in accordance with section 5(1);  
"contiguous zone" means the area of sea specified in section 12;  
"continental shelf' means the continental shelf of Mauritius, as defined in section 18(1);  
"EEZ" means the exclusive economic zone of Mauritius, as defined in section 14; 
"historic waters" means the historic waters of Mauritius prescribed under section 11;  
"innocent passage" has the same meaning as in Article 19 of UNCLOS;  
"internal waters" means-  

(a) in respect of archipelagic waters, all waters landward of the closing lines; and  
(b) in any other case, all waters landward of any baselines;  

"low-water line" means the lowest astronomical tide level on the coast of Mauritius that can be predicted to occur 
under average meteorological conditions and under any combination of astronomical conditions;  
"maritime cultural zone" means the area of sea referred to in section 25;  
"maritime zones" means the –  

(a) archipelagic waters; 
(b) contiguous zone;  
(c) continental shelf; 
(d) EEZ; 
(e) historic waters; 
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(f) internal waters; 
(g) maritime cultural zone; and 
(h) territorial sea; 

"nautical mile" means a distance of 1.85200 kilometres;  
"outer limit", in relation to a maritime zone, means a geodesic line of the geodetic datum joining the geographical 
co-ordinates of points on the datum in a clockwise direction;  
"territorial sea" means the territorial sea of Mauritius, as defined in section 7;  
"UNCLOS" means the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982.  
(2) Unless otherwise expressly provided, words and expressions defined in UNCLOS and used in this Act shall 
have the same meaning as in UNCLOS.  

PART II - UNCLOS TO HAVE FORCE OF LAW IN MAURITIUS 

3.  UNCLOS to have force of law in Mauritius  
Notwithstanding any other enactment, UNCLOS shall have force of law in Mauritius.  

PART III - BASELINES 

4.  Baselines 
(1) The Prime Minister may, by regulations, prescribe the baselines from which the maritime zones of 
Mauritius shall be determined.  
(2) The baselines may be -  

(a) straight archipelagic baselines determined in the manner referred to in Article 47 of UNCLOS;  
(b) normal baselines, being the low-water line as specified in Article 5 of UNCLOS;  
(c) the seaward low-water line of reefs as specified in Article 6 of UNCLOS; or  
(d) straight baselines determined in the manner referred to in Article 7 of UNCLOS; or  
(e) a combination of the methods for determining baselines specified in paragraphs (a), (b), (c) 
and (d). 

5.  Closing lines for internal waters  
(1) The Prime Minister may, by regulations, prescribe closing lines to delimit internal waters.  
(2) The closing lines may be determined by using all or any of the methods specified in Articles 9, 10 and 11 
of UNCLOS.  

PART IV - TERRITORIAL SEA, INTERNAL WATERS,  
ARCHIPELAGIC WATERS AND HISTORIC WATERS 

6.  Legal status of territorial sea and internal, historic and archipelagic waters  
(1) The sovereignty of Mauritius-  

(a) extends and has always extended to –  
(i) the territorial sea;  
(ii) its internal waters;  
(iii) its archipelagic waters; 
(iv) its historic waters;  

(b) also extends to the air space over the archipelagic waters, the historic waters, the internal waters 
and the territorial sea as well as to their beds and subsoil, and the resources contained in them.  

(2) Unless otherwise expressly provided, any law in force in Mauritius shall extend to its maritime zones.  

7.  Territorial sea 
The territorial sea of Mauritius is and has always been the sea between the baselines and a line of which 

every point is at a distance of 12 nautical miles from the nearest point of the baselines.  
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8.  Limits on exercise of sovereignty in internal waters 
Any right of innocent passage existing in internal waters delimited by closing lines prescribed under section 

5 shall continue to exist to the extent that it existed immediately before the closing lines were prescribed.  

9.  Limits on exercise of sovereignty in archipelagic waters  
The exercise by Mauritius of its sovereignty in archipelagic waters shall be subject to -  
(a) any rights set out in any agreement between Mauritius and any other State;  
(b) rights in respect of submarine cables existing at the time the archipelagic baselines are prescribed; 
and  
(c) the right of innocent passage.  

10.  Limits on exercise of right of innocent passage  
(1) The Prime Minister may make regulations-  

(a) to designate the sea lanes and air routes to be used by foreign ships and aircraft in passage through 
or over any archipelagic waters, internal waters and territorial sea; and  
(b) to prescribe traffic separation schemes to be observed by ships in passage through narrow channels 
in the sea lanes.  

(2) Subject to subsection (3), the Prime Minister may make regulations to regulate the passage of ships 
carrying hazardous waste, nuclear materials or radioactive materials through all or any part of the archipelagic 
waters, internal waters and territorial sea.  
(3) No ship carrying radioactive materials shall pass through any part of the archipelagic waters, internal 
waters or territorial sea unless prior notification of the intended passage of the ship through those waters or sea has 
been given, and prior authorisation and consent for the passage, specifying the route to be taken by the ship, has 
been given, in accordance with regulations made under this section.  
(4) The Prime Minister may, by notice in the Gazette, suspend temporarily the innocent passage of foreign 
ships in a specified area of any archipelagic waters, internal waters or territorial sea where he is satisfied that the 
suspension is essential for the protection of the security of Mauritius.  
(5) Regulations made under this section shall provide for such action as may be taken, including stopping and 
boarding of ships, to ensure compliance with the regulations.  
(6) In this section, "radioactive materials" means waste that, as a result of being radioactive, is subject to an 
international control system, or international instrument, applying specifically to radioactive materials.  

11.  Historic waters  
The Prime Minister may, by regulations, prescribe the limits of the historic waters of Mauritius.  

PART V - CONTIGUOUS ZONE 

12.  Contiguous zone  
The contiguous zone of Mauritius is and has always been the area of sea between the territorial sea and a 

line of which every point is at a distance of 24 nautical miles from the nearest point of the baselines.  

13.  Controls in the contiguous zone  
The Prime Minister may make regulations for the exercise of controls necessary in the contiguous zone to 

prevent and punish infringement of the customs, fiscal, immigration or sanitary laws within Mauritius, its 
archipelagic waters, internal waters and territorial sea.  

PART VI - EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE 

14.  Exclusive economic zone 
(1) The exclusive economic zone of Mauritius is the area beyond and adjacent to the territorial sea of Mauritius 
that extends to the EEZ outer limit line.  
(2) The Prime Minister may, by regulations, prescribe the EEZ outer limit line.  
(3) For the purposes of this Part, "EEZ outer limit line" means a line of which every point is at a distance of 
200 nautical miles from the nearest point of the baselines.  
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boarding of ships, to ensure compliance with the regulations.  
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15.  Rights, jurisdiction and duties of Mauritius in the EEZ  
(1) In accordance with international law and in particular Article 56 of UNCLOS, Mauritius has in the EEZ -  

(a) sovereign rights -  
(i) to explore and exploit, conserve and manage the natural resources, whether living or non-
living, of the waters superjacent to the seabed and of the seabed and its subsoil; and  
(ii) with regard to other activities for the economic exploitation and exploration of the EEZ, 
such as the production of energy from the water, currents and winds;  

(b) jurisdiction as provided for by international law with regard to -  
(i) the establishment and use of artificial islands, installations and structures;  
(ii) marine scientific research;  
(iii) the protection and preservation of the marine environment; and  

(c) such other rights and duties as may be provided for by international law.  
(2) The rights specified in this section with respect to the seabed and subsoil shall be exercised in accordance 
with international law and, in particular, Part VI of UNCLOS.  

16.  Exercise of jurisdiction by Mauritius in the EEZ  
(1) To enable Mauritius to exercise the sovereign rights and jurisdiction which it has in the EEZ, there is 
extended to that zone, to the extent recognised by international law, the law in force in Mauritius.  
(2) In particular, the law of Mauritius shall apply to artificial islands, installations and structures in the EEZ as 
if they were in the territorial sea.  

17.  Authority to explore and exploit the EEZ 
The Prime Minister may make regulations to –  

(a) provide for the authorisation of persons to explore for natural resources in the EEZ, or to recover or attempt 
to recover any such resources, in accordance with such terms and conditions as may be determined by the Prime 
Minister;  
(b) regulate the laying of pipelines or cables in the EEZ;  
(c) provide for the authorisation and regulation of any drilling in the EEZ; and  
(d) regulate the construction, operation and use of –  

(i) artificial islands;  
(ii) installations and structures for the purposes provided for in Article 56 of UNCLOS; and  
(iii) installations and structures which may interfere with the exercise of the rights of Mauritius in 
its EEZ.  

PART VII - CONTINENTAL SHELF  

18.  Continental shelf 
(1) The continental shelf of Mauritius comprises the seabed and subsoil of the submarine areas that extend 
beyond its territorial sea throughout the natural prolongation of its land territory -  

(a) subject to paragraph 2 of Article 76 of UNCLOS, to the outer edge of the continental margin; or  
(b) where the outer edge of the continental margin does not extend up to that distance, a distance of 
200 nautical miles from the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured.  

(2) Where, by virtue of paragraph 2 of Article 76 of UNCLOS, the outer limits of the continental shelf require 
to be determined in accordance with paragraphs 4 to 6 of UNCLOS, the Prime Minister may make regulations to 
provide for the outer limit to be determined by any method specified in paragraph 4 of Article 76 of UNCLOS.  

19.  Rights of Mauritius over the continental shelf  
(1) In accordance with international law and in particular Article 77 of UNCLOS, Mauritius shall exercise 
sovereign rights over the continental self to explore it and exploit its natural resources.  
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(2) The rights referred to in subsection (1) shall be exclusive in that, if Mauritius does not explore the 
continental shelf or exploit its natural resources, no one may undertake these activities without the express consent 
of Mauritius.  
(3) In accordance with Article 80 of UNCLOS, Mauritius has in the continental shelf the exclusive right to 
construct and to authorize and regulate the construction, operation and use of –  

(a) artificial islands;  
(b) installations and structures for the purposes provided for in Article 56 of UNCLOS and other 
economic purposes; and  
(c) installations and structures which may interfere with the exercise of the rights of Mauritius in the 
continental shelf.  

(4) Mauritius has exclusive jurisdiction over such artificial islands, installations and structures, including 
jurisdiction with regard to customs, fiscal, health, safety and immigration laws and regulations.  

20.  Exercise of jurisdiction by Mauritius on the continental shelf  
(1) To enable Mauritius to exercise the sovereign rights and jurisdiction it has in the continental shelf, there is 
extended to the continental shelf, to the extent recognised by international law, the law in force in Mauritius.  
(2) In particular, the law of Mauritius shall apply to artificial islands, installations and structures on the 
continental shelf as if they were in the territorial sea.  

21.  Authority to explore and exploit the continental shelf  
(1) The Prime Minister may make regulations to-  

(a) provide for the authorisation of persons to explore for natural resources on the continental shelf, or 
to recover or attempt to recover any such resources, in accordance with such terms and conditions as may 
be determined by the Prime Minister;  
(b) regulate the laying of pipelines or cables in the continental shelf;  
(c) provide for the authorisation and regulation of any drilling in the continental shelf; and  
(d) regulate the construction, operation and use of –  

(i) artificial islands;  
(ii) installations and structures for the purposes provided for in Article 77 of UNCLOS; and  
(iii) installations and structures which may interfere with the exercise of the rights of 
Mauritius in the continental shelf.  

(2) For the purposes of this Part –  
"natural resources" means -  

(a) the mineral and other non-living resources of the seabed and subsoil; and  
(b) the living organisms belonging to sedentary species;  

"sedentary species" means organisms which, at their harvestable stage -  
(i) are immobile on or under the seabed; or  
(ii) are unable to move except in constant physical contact with the seabed or the subsoil.  

PART VIII - MARINE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

22.  Marine scientific research in the maritime zones  
(1) As provided by international law and in particular Article 245 of UNCLOS, Mauritius, in the exercise of its 
sovereignty, has the exclusive right to regulate, authorise and conduct marine scientific research in its territorial sea.  
(2) As provided by international law and in particular Article 246 of UNCLOS, Mauritius, in the exercise of its 
jurisdiction, has the right to regulate, authorise and conduct marine scientific research in its EEZ and on its 
continental shelf.  

23.  Regulation of marine scientific research in the maritime zones  
(1) Marine scientific research shall not be conducted in any maritime zone except with the express consent of 
the Prime Minister and in accordance with such regulations as may be made by the Prime Minister.  
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construct and to authorize and regulate the construction, operation and use of –  

(a) artificial islands;  
(b) installations and structures for the purposes provided for in Article 56 of UNCLOS and other 
economic purposes; and  
(c) installations and structures which may interfere with the exercise of the rights of Mauritius in the 
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(1) To enable Mauritius to exercise the sovereign rights and jurisdiction it has in the continental shelf, there is 
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(2) In particular, the law of Mauritius shall apply to artificial islands, installations and structures on the 
continental shelf as if they were in the territorial sea.  

21.  Authority to explore and exploit the continental shelf  
(1) The Prime Minister may make regulations to-  

(a) provide for the authorisation of persons to explore for natural resources on the continental shelf, or 
to recover or attempt to recover any such resources, in accordance with such terms and conditions as may 
be determined by the Prime Minister;  
(b) regulate the laying of pipelines or cables in the continental shelf;  
(c) provide for the authorisation and regulation of any drilling in the continental shelf; and  
(d) regulate the construction, operation and use of –  

(i) artificial islands;  
(ii) installations and structures for the purposes provided for in Article 77 of UNCLOS; and  
(iii) installations and structures which may interfere with the exercise of the rights of 
Mauritius in the continental shelf.  

(2) For the purposes of this Part –  
"natural resources" means -  

(a) the mineral and other non-living resources of the seabed and subsoil; and  
(b) the living organisms belonging to sedentary species;  

"sedentary species" means organisms which, at their harvestable stage -  
(i) are immobile on or under the seabed; or  
(ii) are unable to move except in constant physical contact with the seabed or the subsoil.  

PART VIII - MARINE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

22.  Marine scientific research in the maritime zones  
(1) As provided by international law and in particular Article 245 of UNCLOS, Mauritius, in the exercise of its 
sovereignty, has the exclusive right to regulate, authorise and conduct marine scientific research in its territorial sea.  
(2) As provided by international law and in particular Article 246 of UNCLOS, Mauritius, in the exercise of its 
jurisdiction, has the right to regulate, authorise and conduct marine scientific research in its EEZ and on its 
continental shelf.  

23.  Regulation of marine scientific research in the maritime zones  
(1) Marine scientific research shall not be conducted in any maritime zone except with the express consent of 
the Prime Minister and in accordance with such regulations as may be made by the Prime Minister.  
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(2) Regulations made under subsection (1) shall-  
(a) establish procedures to ensure that consent for marine scientific research is not delayed or denied 
unreasonably;  
(b) ensure that any person who is given consent for marine scientific research under this section 
makes the results of his work available to the Government of Mauritius; and  
(c) ensure that, in appropriate cases, intellectual property rights that Mauritius has in the use of any 
living or non-living resource, are recognised and vested in Mauritius.  

PART IX - UNDERWATER CULTURAL HERITAGE 

24.  Underwater cultural heritage in internal waters, archipelagic waters and territorial sea  
(1) Mauritius, in the exercise of its sovereignty, has the exclusive right to regulate and authorise activities 
directed at underwater cultural heritage in its archipelagic waters, internal waters and territorial sea.  
(2) The Prime Minister may, notwithstanding any other enactment, make regulations for the purpose of 
regulating activities specified in subsection (1).  

25.  Maritime cultural zone  
(1) The maritime cultural zone of Mauritius is an area of sea coincident with the contiguous zone.  
(2) The Prime Minister may make regulations to regulate and authorise activities directed at underwater 
cultural heritage within the maritime cultural zone.  

26.  Underwater cultural heritage in the EEZ and continental shelf  
The Prime Minister may, notwithstanding any other enactment, make regulations to prohibit or authorise 

any activity directed at underwater cultural heritage in the EEZ or the continental shelf to prevent interference with 
the sovereign rights and jurisdiction of Mauritius.  

PART X - MISCELLANEOUS 

27.  Regulations  
(1) The Prime Minister may make such regulations as he thinks fit for the purposes of this Act.  
(2) Regulations made under this Act may provide for baselines and lines delineating maritime zones to be 
prescribed -  

(a) as lists of geographical coordinates of points, specifying the geodetic datum;  
(b) by reference to charts of a scale or scales adequate for ascertaining the position of the baselines 
and other limits; or  
(c) where it is appropriate or necessary to do so, by using both the methods specified in paragraphs (a) 
and (b).  

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1), regulations made by the Prime Minister under this 
section may, in particular -  

(a) provide that any enactment that extends to a maritime zone shall extend to that zone with such 
amendment as may be prescribed by the regulations;  
(b) prescribe fees, forms and procedures;  
(c) provide for the payment of royalties and other charges, and the manner in which they shall be 
calculated;  
(d) provide for the confiscation of property in respect of an offence committed in a maritime zone;  
(e) provide for the appointment of officers necessary for the administration of the regulations and 
prescribe their powers and duties.  

28.  Offences  
(1) Any person who contravenes this Act or any regulations made under this Act shall commit an offence and 
shall be liable -  

(a) in the case of an individual, to a fine not exceeding 30,000,000 rupees or to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding 5 years;  
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(b) in the case of a body corporate, to a fine not exceeding 150,000,000 rupees.  
(2) Where an offence committed by a body corporate under this Act is proved to have been committed with the 
consent or connivance of, or to be attributable to any neglect on the part of -  

(a) a director, manager, secretary or other similar officer of the body corporate; or  
(b) person who was purporting to act in any such capacity,  

that person specified in paragraph (a) or (b) as well as the body corporate, shall commit an offence and be punished 
accordingly.  
(3) Where the affairs of a body corporate are managed by its members, subsection (2) shall apply in relation to 
the acts and defaults of a member in connection with the member's functions of management as if the member were 
a director of the body corporate.  

29.  Repeal  
The following enactments are repealed –  

(a) the Maritime Zones Act;  
(b) the Continental Shelf Act; and  
(c) the Territorial Sea Act.  

30.  Consequential amendments  
(1) The Environment Protection Act 2002 is amended -  

(a) in section 49, by deleting the definition of "maritime zone" and replacing it by the following 
definition-  

"maritime zone" has the same meaning as in the Maritime Zones Act.2005;  
(b) in section 51 (2), by adding immediately after paragraph (f), the following new paragraph -  

(g) the control and prevention of pollution from or through the atmosphere, 
applicable to the air space under its sovereignty and to vessels flying its flag or 
vessels or aircraft of its registry .  

(2) The Fisheries and Marine Resources Act is amended -  
(a) in section 2 -  

(i) by deleting the definition of “Mauritius waters" and by inserting the following new 
definition in its appropriate alphabetical place –  

"maritime zone" has the same meaning as in the Maritime Zones Act 
2005;  

(ii) by deleting the definition of “territorial waters" and by inserting the following new 
definition in its appropriate alphabetical place -  

"territorial sea" has the same meaning as in the Maritime Zones Act 2005;  
(b) in section 7(1), by deleting paragraph (a) and replacing it by the following paragraph -  

(a) a maritime zone including, where appropriate, the seabed underlying the 
maritime zone;  

(c) by deleting the words "Mauritius waters" and "territorial waters" wherever they appear and 
replacing them by the words "any maritime zone" and "territorial sea" respectively.  

(3) The Interpretation and General Clauses Act is amended in section 2 -  
(a) by adding immediately after paragraph  (b) the following new paragraph -  

(c) "archipelagic waters", "continental shelf”, "EEZ", "historic waters", "internal 
waters", "maritime zone" and "territorial sea" have the same meaning as in the Maritime 
Zones Act 2005;  

(b) by deleting the definition of "continental shelf”,  
(c) by inserting the following definition in its appropriate alphabetical place -  

"Mauritius waters" means the territorial sea, internal waters, archipelagic waters, historic 
waters, the EEZ of Mauritius, and the water superjacent to its continental shelf;  
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"maritime zone" has the same meaning as in the Maritime Zones Act.2005;  
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(i) by deleting the definition of “Mauritius waters" and by inserting the following new 
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"maritime zone" has the same meaning as in the Maritime Zones Act 
2005;  

(ii) by deleting the definition of “territorial waters" and by inserting the following new 
definition in its appropriate alphabetical place -  

"territorial sea" has the same meaning as in the Maritime Zones Act 2005;  
(b) in section 7(1), by deleting paragraph (a) and replacing it by the following paragraph -  
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(b) by deleting the definition of "continental shelf”,  
(c) by inserting the following definition in its appropriate alphabetical place -  
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waters, the EEZ of Mauritius, and the water superjacent to its continental shelf;  
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(4) The Merchant Shipping Act is amended in section 2, by inserting immediately after the definition of 
"Superintendent", the following definition -  

"territorial waters of Mauritius" includes archipelagic waters;  
(5) The National Coast Guard Act is amended in section 2, by deleting the definition of "Maritime Zones" and 
replacing it by the following new definition -  

"maritime zone" has the same meaning as in the Maritime Zones Act 2005;  
(6) The Petroleum Act is amended in section 2, by deleting the definition of "territorial sea".  

31.  Transitional and savings provisions  
(1) Pending the determination of baselines in accordance with this Act, the baselines, territorial sea, EEZ and 
continental shelf shall, for the purposes of this Act, be deemed to be those that existed under the enactments repealed 
under section 29 immediately before their repeal.  
(2) Any area of sea designated by the Prime Minister as historic waters under the Maritime Zones Act repealed 
by section 29 shall, on the coming into operation of this Act, be deemed to have been designated to be, and always 
to have been, historic waters of Mauritius in accordance with this Act.  
(3) Any agreement made for the purposes of the enactments repealed under section 29 and in force 
immediately before the coming into operation of this Act -  

(a) shall remain in force to the extent that it is not inconsistent with this Act; and  
(b) shall be deemed to have been made under this Act.  

(4) The Prime Minister may make regulations making such further transitional, saving, consequential, 
incidental or supplementary provisions as may be necessary or expedient to bring this Act into effect.  

32.  Commencement  
This Act shall come into operation on a day to be fixed by Proclamation.  
Passed by the National Assembly on the fifteenth day of February two thousand and five. 

Ram Ramjit Dowlutta 
Clerk of the National Assembly 
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Page 1

National legislation - DOALOS/OLA - United Nations asdf

Maritime Zones of Maldives Act No. 6/96

[Unofficial translation]

Introduction

1. This Act makes provision in respect of the internal waters, territorial sea and contiguous zone and
the exclusive economic zone of Maldives.  This Act shall be cited as “Maritime Zones of Maldives Act”.

Internal waters

2. The inland waters of every atoll of Maldives, lagoons and reefs of islands shall be the internal
waters of Maldives.  In addition to these waters, the Government of Maldives has the right to designate, in
accordance with the rule of international law, other maritime areas as internal waters of Maldives.

Archipelagic waters

3. Save the internal waters of Maldives as determined under section 2 of this Act, the marititime area
contained within the archipelagic baselines established in accordance with Schedule 1 to this Act shall be
the archipelagic waters of Maldives.

Territorial sea

4. The maritime area contained within 12 nautical miles measured from the archipelagic baselines
established in accordance with Schedule 1 to this Act shall be the territorial sea of Maldives.

Contiguous zone

5. The maritime area contained within 12 nautical miles measured from the outer limits of the territorial
sea as determined under section 4 of this Act shall be the contiguous zone of Maldives.

Exclusive economic zone

6. The maritime area adjacent to and beyond the territorial sea as determined under section 4 of this
Act together with the seabed thereof  up to 200 nautical miles measured from the archipelagic baselines
as established in accordance with Schedule 1 to this Act shall be the exclusive economic zone of
Maldives.

Overlap between the exclusive zone of Maldives
 and the exclusive economic zone of another State

7. In the event that the exclusive economic zone of Maldives as determined under section 6 of this Act
overlaps with the exclusive economic zone of another State, this Act does not prohibit the Government of
Maldives from entering into an agreement with that State as regards the area of overlapping and
delimiting the exclusive economic zone of Maldives for the said area of overlapping.

Sovereignty

8. In addition to the land territory of Maldives and the airspace thereabove, the sovereignty of Maldives
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shall extend to the internal waters, archipelagic waters and territorial sea, together with the seabed and
subsoil and airspace thereof.

Sovereign rights

9. Within its exclusive economic zone, Maldives shall have sovereign rights for the purpose of
exploring and exploiting, conserving and managing the natural resources contained therein, whether
living or non-living, and with regard to other activities for purposes of the economic exploitation of the
zone.  Economic exploitation of the natural resources found in the zone by persons other than nationals
of Maldives or the conduct of scientific research within the zone as well as  the construction, operation
and use of any artificial island installation or structure within the zone for any of the foregoing purposes
shall be subject to authorization from the Government of Maldives.

Jurisdiction over contiguous zone

10. Maldives may exercise within the contiguous zone the control necessary to prevent infringement of
its  customs, fiscal, immigration or sanitary laws and regulations within the territory of Maldives and its
territorial sea and to punish the infringement of the above laws and regulations committed within the
territory and the territorial sea of Maldives.

Entry of foreign vessel into Maldives internal waters

11. No foreign vessel shall enter the internal waters of Maldives except with prior authorization from the
Government of Maldives in accordance with the laws and regulations of Maldives.

Entry into archipelagic waters

12. Foreign vessels shall have the right of continuous and expeditious archipelagic passage in the sea
lanes designated by the Government of Maldives from among international navigation channels.  Such
passage shall be in accordance with the regulations made under this Act.

Entry into the territorial sea

13. (a) Save such vessels engaged in innocent passage compatible with international laws, no vessel
shall enter the territorial sea of Maldives except in accordance with the laws and regulations of Maldives.

(a) No foreign warship or foreign nuclear-powered ship or ship carrying nuclear or other inherently
dangerous or noxious substances shall enter the territorial sea of Maldives for any purpose except with
prior authorization of the Government of Maldives and in accordance with the laws and regulations of
Maldives.

Entry into the exclusive economic zone

14. No foreign vessel shall enter the exclusive economic zone of Maldives except with prior
authorization from the Government of Maldives in accordance with the laws of Maldives.

Entry into and passage through the airspace

15. (a) Except in accordance with international standards and applicable regulations in force in
Maldives, no foreign aircraft shall engage in any overflight across the airspace or via air routes above the
land territory, internal waters, archipelagic waters and territorial sea of Maldives.  Except as provided
above, no aircraft shall enter the foregoing airspace or air routes.
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(b) No foreign military aircraft shall engage in overflight across the airspace or air routes specified
in subsection (a) of this section except with the authorization of the Government of Maldives.  Except as
provided above,  no military aircraft shall enter the foregoing airspace or air routes.

Rights under international law

16. In addition to matters provided in this Act, Maldives shall enjoy in relation to its maritime zones all
other rights and jurisdiction States enjoy under international law as regards maritime zones.

Regulations

17. The Government of Maldives has the jurisdiction to adopt regulations in respect of the maritime
zones of Maldives and airspace thereabove.

Definitions

18. In this Act:

(a) Archipelagic baseline shall mean the lines established in accordance with  the coordinates
s0pecified in Schedule 1 to this Act;

(b) Nautical mile shall mean the international nautical mile consisting of 1852 metres;

(c) Warships shall mean naval vessels and vessels of such description that could be engaged in

warfare due to the weapons on board such vessels;

(d) Military aircraft shall mean air force aeroplanes of such description that could be engaged in
warfare due to the weapons on board such planes.

Repeal

19. Law No. 30/76 (Law relating to the exclusive economic zone of Maldives) and Law No. 32/76 (Law
relating to the navigation and passage by foreign ships and aircraft through the airspace, territorial waters
and the exclusive economic zone of the Republic of Maldives) shall be repealed upon this Act taking
effect.
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SCHEDULE 1
Archipelagic base points of Maldives
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SCHEDULE 1
Archipelagic base points of Maldives
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Serial
No.

Point code Latitude Longitude

1. B1 07° 03' 54" N 72° 47' 45" E

2. B2 07° 04' 35" N 72° 48' 07" E

3. B3 07° 04' 47" N 72° 48' 21" E

4. B4 07° 05' 44" N 72° 50' 34" E

5. B5 07° 06' 35" N 72° 53' 50" E

6. B6 07° 06' 35" N 72° 54' 13" E

7. B7 06° 58' 07" N 73° 12' 46" E

8. B8 06° 57' 37" N 73° 13' 14" E

9. B9 06° 55' 31" N 73° 13' 53" E

10. B10 05° 23' 20" N 73° 38' 20" E

11. B11 05° 22' 05" N 73° 39' 31" E

12. B12 04° 27' 28" N 73° 43' 21" E

13. B13 03° 27' 27" N 73° 46' 13" E

14. B14 02° 08' 04" N 73° 35' 10" E

15. B15 00° 25' 51" N 73° 35' 18" E

16. B16 00° 18' 25" N 73° 26' 37" E

17. B17 00° 39' 45" S 73° 13' 07" E

18. B18 00° 41' 30" S 73° 11' 12" E

19. B19 00° 42' 22" S 73° 10' 02" E

20. B20 00° 42' 24" S 73° 09' 08" E

21. B21 00° 42' 11" S 73° 08' 40" E

22. B22 00° 41' 13" S 73° 07' 30" E
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23. B23 00° 40' 23" S 73° 06' 52" E

24. B24 00° 39' 18" S 73° 06' 23" E

25. B25 00° 35' 33" S 73° 04' 33" E

26. B26 00° 23' 55" N 73° 00' 08" E

27. B27 00° 29' 21" N 73° 59' 09" E

28. B28 00° 32' 22" N 72° 59' 38" E

29. B29 02° 25' 09" N 72° 53' 05" E

30. B30 02° 47' 50" N 72° 49' 14" E

31. B31 03° 37' 38" N 72° 41' 49" E

32. B32 03° 47' 09" N 72° 41' 49" E

33. B33 03° 52' 15" N 72° 42' 03" E

34. B34 04° 01' 50" N 72° 42' 11" E

35. B35 04° 05' 13" N 72° 42' 36" E

36. B36 04° 13' 46" N 72° 44' 14" E

37. B37 06° 14' 12" N 72° 33' 19" E

Annex 2

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

Article 47
Archipelagic baselines

1. An archipelagic State may draw straight archipelagic baselines joining the outermost points of the outermost
islands and drying reefs of the archipelago provided that within such baselines are included the main islands and an
area in which the ratio of the area of the water to the area of the land, including atolls, is between 1 to 1 and 9 to 1.

2. The length of such baselines shall not exceed 100 nautical miles, except that up to 3 per cent of the total number
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of baselines enclosing any archipelago may exceed that length, up to a maximum length of 125 nautical miles.

3. The drawing of such baselines shall not depart to any appreciable extent from the general configuration of the
archipelago.

4. Such baselines shall not be drawn to and from low-tide elevations, unless lighthouses or similar installations
which are permanently above sea level have been built on them or where a low-tide elevation is situated wholly or
partly at a distance not exceeding the breadth of the territorial sea from the nearest island.

5. The system of such baselines shall not be applied by an archipelagic State in such a manner as to cut off from the
high seas or the exclusive economic zone the territorial sea of another State.

6. If a part of the archipelagic waters of an archipelagic State lies between two parts of an immediately adjacent
neighbouring State, existing rights and all other legitimate interests which the latter State has traditionally exercised
in such waters and all rights stipulated by agreement between those States shall continue and be respected.

7. For the purpose of computing the ratio of water to land under paragraph l, land areas may include waters lying
within the fringing reefs of islands and atolls, including that part of a steep-sided oceanic plateau which is enclosed
or nearly enclosed by a chain of limestone islands and drying reefs lying on the perimeter of the plateau.

8. The baselines drawn in accordance with this article shall be shown on charts of a scale or scales adequate for
ascertaining their position. Alternatively, lists of geographical coordinates of points, specifying the geodetic datum,
may be substituted.

9. The archipelagic State shall give due publicity to such charts or lists of geographical coordinates and shall deposit
a copy of each such chart or list with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Annex 3
Maldives Archipelagic Straight Baselines

Segment Segment distance (n.
miles)

Segment Segment distance (n.
miles)

1-2 0.8 19-20 0.9

2-3 0.3 20-21 0.5

3-4 2.3 21-22 1.5

4-5 3.6 22-23 1.0

5-6 0.2 23-24 1.2

6-7 20.3 24-25 4.2
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7-8 0.7 25-26 59.3

8-9 1.1 26-27 5.5

9-10 98.1 27-28 3.0

10-11 1.3 28-29 112.4

11-12 54.5 29-30 22.9

12-13 59.8 30-31 50.1

13-14 79.8 31-32 9.5

14-15 101.7 32-33 5.1

15-16 11.4 33-34 9.5

16-17 59.4 34-35 3.4

17-18 2.6 35-36 8.7

18-19 1.4 36-37 120.3

37-1 51.5
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